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| 
WITH THE WOMEN’S DEPUTATION IN | ti 


IRELAND, 


By Exuien CaHapman, L.L.A. 


DERRYBEG, 
IN summing up the impressions of my tour in Donegal, 1 
ny niet note the most striking features of the case. 

e land of the whole district of Gweedore and Falcarragh 
is r and barren in the extreme—bleak bare rock mixed 
with bog is the normal condition of the 
it is better, wherever a scanty crop can coaxed to Ww, 
the improvement is due entirely to the unflagging indust 
of the ple, who spend months and’ years in toiling at 
land’ which, in more favoured climates, would not be 
the fzht worth the trouble spent upon it. In some cases 
bot oe gar literally make the soil, mixing mud, sand, and 
s.AWeed, and spreading them on the bare rock, if perchance 
they may thus get, with infinite toil, a scanty harvest. In 
the fron part of the Gweedore district the weather is too 
inclement to allow of the growth of trees, potatoes, and 
oats, and these, in scanty quantities, are all that this sterile 
region will grow, so that in the good years even there is 
always poverty, and in bad years bare and hopeless famine. 

With regard to the landiords—-well, to say the least of it, 
they could be very well dispensed with. Our Unionist 
friends are always preaching what a terrible misfortune it 
would be to the people if all the landlords and gentry went 
out of the country. Who, ey say, would help the people 
in times of distress? Who would build schools and churches? 
Who would subscribe to the charities of the place? 
They forget how utterly different are the cases of England 
and Ireland. For, as a matter of fact, the landlords of 
Gweedore and Falcarragh do not seem to consider that pro- 
perty has its duties as well as its privileges. The owner of 
one of the most famine-stricken townlands in the district is 
a lady living at a distance, who never visits her tenants, and 
whose only beneficent action is to extract what money she 
can from the unfortunate people who live, or rather starve, 
on-‘her land. ; 

The beneficence of the other landlords, is, as a rule, shown 
in much the same way. While Mr. Olphert, who considers 
himself the best of landlords, and a very much ill-used man 
to boot, by his own showing, has never done anything for 
his tenants, except the inestimable kindness of taking their 
rents and evicting them when they are utterly unable to 
pay any more, and this with cold-b.o.ded carelessness and 
indifference. i 

And yet the people are good and true, law-abiding, vir- 

uous and sober. Vice is practically unknown amongst 
them, in spite of their hopeless. poverty. The conditions 
under whic they live are simply terrible, a bare existence 
at the best, continual toil which cannot keep the wolf from 
the door. ‘The young men work in England and Scotland, 
and worst of all, the children from an incredibly early age, 
must leave home that their little earnjngs may help to keep 


und. Wherever 


starvation at bay. These children, some mere babies, are 
ired in May for six months to farmers in the more 
fertile counties of Ulster— there they work till November— 
when they return home with their earnings; and this, till 
recently, till the tenants learnt to combine st the 
phanty tyranny, was all swallowed up by the insatiable 

ndlords. The homes are wretched at bare of every- 
thing which tends to make life comfortable or even bearalic 
—few having more than one room, in which human beings 
and animals exist ther, and’ many by no means proof 

ainst the fury of the winter storm. But yet we are told 
that the poverty is only an excuse. Well, if this be not 
poverty, it is a remarkably good imitation of the genuine 


article—so good, indeed, that I fear the le themselves 
cannot tell the difference. And over t late land— 
over these crushed suffering )ple—hangs ever lower 


and blacker the hideous cloud of coercion—miscalled by 
Balfour and his creatures ‘‘ Law and Order.” 

But in spite of everything to incite to the contrary, the 
people are not criminalg. Still does deserve the 
name she won in years gone by of ‘‘ Holy Ireland,” though 
now her saints are not found in hermits’ cells or cloiste 
shades, but among the cabins and huts on the bare hill- 
sides and lonel es of the land of the shamrock. 

- Amidst the kness and gloom, amidst the Poverty ane 
the squalor, one bright spot ig to be found, the c 1 
under the hill, where the noble Father McFadden has toiled 
these sixteen years. Here is a quiet, simple, beautiful little 
place of worship—a place witch to the dwellers of that 
Tegion must indeed appear ‘“‘none other than the House of 
God.” And what of the priest who ministers in this 
sanctuary? Noman ever deserved to be called ‘‘ Father” 
more than the noble, self-forgetful, priest of Gweedore. He 
is a map who, by his eloquence, his energy, his wit and 
shrewd common sense, would have made his mark where- . 
ever his lot had been cast. Yet here he lives in this desolate 
region, content, aye, glad, to fight for the cause of God’s 
poor agains their oppressors, to give his life up to the 
truly divine service of caring for the sad and suffe . 
What the people would do without him I cannot think. 
one poor woman said to me, ‘‘ When he was away we were 
lost agg ae Do you notice a good road up the mountain 
which “Father McFadden had made with the relief 
money!” Hasa dispute been settled which threatened to 
ae into a quar ‘Sure Father McFadden made us 
riends.” Is a landlord unreasonable, why Father McFadden 
takes the tenant's part. Is a widow homeless, who ‘but 
Father McFadden pays to have her hut built?.. Does the 
potato crop fail, Father McFadden gets the for next 
ear. Does a stranger want information, help, or advice, 
oes a r man want food or comfort, is any one 
sick or in trouble of any kind, they all turn to Father 
McFadden, knowing that they may rely on him for help 
sympathy—in short, this man does the work of twenty,.a 
he does it all with the ears Srirerns which spenia Lo ae 
to each one he is helping that that is the very thing it ig 
‘And this is 


the most pleasant for him to do at the time. ¥ 

the man whom the creatures of Mr. Balfouy’s government 
want to brand as a felon—and then they expect Irishmen 
and Jrishwomep ta look with reverence upon 


them, and their 


[Price One Penny. 
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law. Well, the stupidity of their action is onl 1 
ite infamy. — Ponty oaseaey 
: Things thus, what future is there before this desolate 
land? What can be done? Much, if funds were forth- 
coming, for the people are intelligent and industrious; but 
railways and piers are needed. en manufactories might 
be started—among them chemical works—at which iodine 
could be extrac from the kelp. At percent there is a 
practical monopoly of this industry. ane a fishing 
school, should all find a place in this large district, if any 
real help is to be given to the people. The mone 
the rewezitp foolish and wicked pemonaing ot : 
wo a way in replacing misery prosperity, 
but d The present rule there is little chance of this 
being done. Our hope is in the future, in the pegne future, 
when Irishmen shall legislate for Ireland, and the rule of 
Balfour and his following shall be a thing of the past indeed. 
Meanwhile, our sympathisers in England must not be idle. 
Help and sympathy must be given freely, and also I would 
urge that the actions of both the landlords and the Govern- 
ment here be closely watched by English men and women, 
.8o that the light of truth may shine on this dark page of 
England's history, till for very shame the hand of those who 
would strike at good men and true be stayed at once and for 
ever. 


THE STRANGE ADVENTURES OF 
MR. T. W. RUSSELL, MP. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


spent in 
e people 


FAaLcARRAGH. 
Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., is reported to have said in the 
House of Commons the other night, in reference to his late 
communications to the Times on affairs in Donegal, ‘‘No 
successful answer to my letters has been attempted.” This 
is Mr. Russell’s opinion, modestly expressed, no doubt, but 
it does not fetter the verdict of the public for all that. I 
happened to meet a Government official of high and impor- 
tant standing before the controversy had proceeded far, and 
guessing his sentiments I could not resist the temptation of 
asking him what he thought of Mr. Russell’s pronounce- 
ments. ‘‘I utterly disregard,” he answered, “the effusions of 
forty-eight hour investigators, pretended or real, on either 
side,” could not expect more, and it would have been 
ungenerous to push the matter further. This is an indication 
of what Mr. Russell’s would-be backers think about his 
indiscreet efforts to blacken the poor peasants, and to hound 
on their persecutors to further atrocities after his own 
undisguised fashion. His letter in advance of his coming to 
the district was a fatal blunder. By it he showed his hand 
too soon, and so spoiled his unworthy pane completely. 
His sequel epistles added little to what he already stated 
in his first from Londonderry, and so these sham investiga- 
tions of his two days’ tour had to be estimated accordingly. 
Friends and foes promptly apprehended this damaging fact, 
with the inevitable result that a more unmasked charlatan 
never got laughted at. Those who had known Mr. Russell 
previously, with his rather ag ive propensities, as a 
member of the tail of the Unionist party in Ulster, did not 
any more specific proof of the nature of his commis- 
sion from the Times. But, like tt, he destroyed his own 
evidence before anyone had time to disprove it. In my last 
communication I described the method pursued by Mr. 
Russell as an investigator on the scene, and I gave a few 
specimens, taken as found them, from his bogus facts and 
conclusions. May I offer another gem or two in Mr. Russell's 
own words? Writing of our English friends here, whom he 
styles, “‘crowds of Giadstotitan tourists,” Mr. Russell pro- 
ceeds in his ele t and vivacious fashion: ‘‘They make not 
the slightest effort to get at the truth; they visit the neigh- 
bourhood; they hob-nob with priests, who are absolute 
aney are coached by the 

‘0 


is a very courageous but a ver 

impudent pretender. Here, as everywhere, the facts are a 
against him. Unlike Mr. Russell, many of the English and 
Scotch visitors remained a week or two; they went into the 
houses of the non-evicted, and into the improvised abodes of 
the evicted nts, and conversed with all manner of 
rsons in the district. Several of them, besides Mr. Cony- 
re, visited Mr. Olphert, among whom I may mention, to 

my own knowledge, the Honourable Mr. and Mrs. Ashle 
Ponsonby, and Mr. Benson, Oxford University. Nearly all 
of them called on the Rev. James McFadden, P.P. Glena: 
and Mr. Russell will be shocked to hear that a deputation of 
visitora ani M.P.’s arranged with Father McFadden for the 
construction of huts for the evicted families on the parochial 
unds attached to the new church at Falcarragh! Mr. 
Russell gravely writes that ‘‘the priests are absolute 
strangers in the locality,” the inference being that they 
knew nothing of the condition of things in their own 
shes! If fhe priests are strangers and know-nothings in 
he locality, what words in the English or in any other lan- 
Sash will, describe Mr. T. W. Russell in the Falca h- 
weedore district ? gratuitous remark that 


our respected visitors spent their time hob-nobbing with the 
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priests is worthy of his veracity and his refinement. If it 
were as true as it is false, Mr. Russell had no opportunity to 
know it, for both the priests and their friends would scorn to 
hold any intercourse with Mr. Russell or the eavesdroppers 
with whom he associa It would be a kindness to Mr, 
Russell if some of his friends would tell him that a Good Tem- 
plar is not dispensed from observing good manners if he meant 
to retain any shred of common decency. But this isa matter 
that concerns none of us, and Mr. Russell only to 
Spologise to himself. Now it is pertinent to ask how did 

. Russell act in reference to obtaining impartial informa. 
tion? Did he interview a single individual on the Nationalist 
side ? _Not one. The cap, therefore, fits himself, and not 
the Liberal visitors. Mr. Russell saw no person on the 
papular side ; and I will add, that had he thought of seeking 
information from the priests, or other leaders of the people, 
af should have to decline giving him any, for he 
could not be trusted to represent them fairly. Mr. Russell 
** pro to examine the plea of exceptional distress,” 
and this is a sample of his success: ‘To in with, there 
can be no question that along the sea-coast the potato crop 
of last year was a failure.” By-and-by Mr. Russell “leaped 
a ditch . . . ‘and asked a tenant, who was planting his 
potatoes, if the seed potatoes were scarce?” ‘How can 
they be scarce,” he replied, ‘“‘when I got these in Dunfanaghy 
at fifteen shillings per barrel?” r. Russell's statement, 
and that of his friend, clash most inconveniently, and 
besides the man’s answer is misleading, as Mr. Russell 
intends it to convey that seed Fetetces are cheap, and 
therefore plentiful, at fifteen shillings per barrel. The 
usual price for the best seed potatoes is from eight to 
ten shillings per barrel, and this year the quality is very 


inferior. Mr. Russell further inquired ‘‘if the peasant 
believed in the distress?” His face was a study. ‘I 
believe,” he said, ‘‘in the rascality.” So do we all. But 


in what rascality ? No wonder the poor man looked wry at 
Mr. Russell. n fretted, angry temper Mr. Russell an- 
nounces, ‘‘In another month the townland of Glasserchoo— 
the rest part of the property—must also be cleared, or 
the warrants will expire ; the people are miserably poor; the 
land is wretched.” The integrity of the Empire is at stake, 
but when Mr. Russell gets on all his armour, woe to Glasser- 
choo, and a national ter shall be averted! The hated 
race shall be exterminated, and the “cream of the land” 
made ready fora new Protestant, loyal, and patriotic stock— 
the dream of Mr. Russell’s fanatical aims and ambition — 


‘On, swords of God !” ie pants Caliph calls— 

‘‘ Thrones for the living—Heaven for him who falls !”— 
‘‘On, brave avengers, on!” Makama cries, 

*¢ And Eblis blast the recreant slave that flies!” 


With such verbal chanace as Mr. Russell for Mikama, of 
Balfour for Eblis, and of farms for thrones, these lines would 
suit admirably to depict Mr. T. W. Russell’s programme 
and frame of mind. But as we read on we find :— 


*‘ Now comes the brunt, the crisis of the day— 
They clash—they strive—the Caliph’s troops give way !” 


These latter lines may find a response in Mr. Russell’s second 
thoughts, and account in some sort for his pale emaciated 
appearance, even as he breathes vengeance on the unoffend- 
ing peasants of Donegal. Moore's brought his reign 
of cruelty and fraud to a close by boiling himself dgwn— 
body and bones—in a fuming cauldron ; unfortunate Kigott 
ended his VObAney life in a tragic, HNowed mann*®, I 
wish no such ate to Mr. T. W. Russell as overtoc.;he 
veiled peoppet of old, or the modern forger, but I do predict 
that our Unionist augur is bound to go down very soon 
under a torrent of ridicule and contempt. This would be a 
calamity, for it is not often that the world pe a tem- 
perance stump-orator and a statesman, a hotel-keeper and a 
philanthropist, a writer and a warrior all rolled into one. 
The storm barred Mr. Russell’s intended visit to Tory 
Island, but he had a vision of it, and graphically describes 
how, “there the people, huddled and crowded like sheep in 
a pen, have paid no rent for ten years.” This is quite a 
mixed idea, but such horrors would confuse anybody, t engl 
but foc at a distance of 30 miles of land and sea, and by 
the instantaneous system! Well done, Mr. T. W. Russell ! 


WOMEN IN FRANCE. 


Peruaps a few words concerning the “ Congrés International 
des CEuvres et Institutions Féminines” will interest your 
readers at the present moment, when the Paris Exposition 
Internationale and the concomitant events are attracting 
universal attention. In June, 1888, Mdme, de Morsier 
lodged at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry a plan for 
this Congress, drawn up ina liberal spirit. The different 
forms of thought and work were all embraced. The plan 
was well received—nevertheless it was quietly shelved, and 
remained in quiet oblivion during the winter. Several 
months after the plan of the Congress was sent in, Mdme. 
de Morsier received a letter from the reporter of the Superior 
Commission of the Congress begging an appointment, expres- 
sing his approval of the scheme, and stating that it had just 
heen placed in his hands, Mdme. de Morsier has the satis- 


May 8, 188. 
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faction of seeing her scheme adopted, and the “ Congrés 


be considered the work of her hands. It will be inaugurated | THE ‘“‘ WOMEN’S GAZETTE” AND THE 


International des CEuvres et Institutions Féminines” may 


on the 12th July, and will recapitulate the work done by 
woren to further human progress in improving the condition 
of poor humanity in all its phases. In order to accomplish 


THE WOMEN’S GAZETTE. 


! 


this work, the Congress will be composed of four sections :— 


st Section.—Philanthropy, including the following sub- 
jects: Infancy, Old Age, Prisons, Hospitals, Poverty, Helping 
the Wounded, Peace Meetings, Temperance, Economy, 
Prudence, Protection. 

2nd Section.—Instruction, Women’s Influence in the 

les Maternelles in the Provinces, in Elementary Schools, 
Higher Schools, and Professional Schools. 

3rd Section.—Arts, Letters, and Sciences. 

4th Section.—Civil Law (Legislation Civile): Widows, 
Wives, Mothers, Spinsters, and Women engaged in Com- 
merce. 

Each member’s subscription fee is tof., which entitles the 
subscriber to attend all meetings, to vote, and receive all 
that is published concerning the Congress. 

The organisation committee is composed as follows : MM. 
Jules Simon, academician; Legouvé, academician; Dr. 
Charles Richet, editor of the Scientific Review ; Léon Durand, 
municipal councillor; Jean Macé, senateur; Hyppolite 
Desdrem, vice-president de la Société Frangaise de l’Arbritrage 
entre Nations ; Fréderic Passy, of the Institut ; Dr. Girolchye ; 
Dr. Echenauer ; M. Bourdelay, barrister; M. Joseph Fabre ; 
M. Jules Mausais, Référév au Sceau de France. Mdmes. 
Isabelle Bogelet, directrice de I’CEuvres des Liberés de St. 
Lazare ; Emilie de Morsier, vice-presidente de |’CEuvre des 
Liberées de St. Lazare; Margoline Scheffer, de la Société 
Protectrice de I’Enfance; Maria Martin, editor of the 
Citoyenne; Mdlle. Victorine Benoit, M.D., of the Paris 
Medical Faculty; Mdme. Léon Berheux, presidente de 
l'Union des Femmes de Peintres et Sculpteurs; Marie 
Laurent, a well-known actress, and founder of the Orphelinal 
des Arts; La Duchesse de Pomar, editor of 7 Aurore; Marie 
Anne de Beauvet, of the Vouvelle Revue; Mdme. La Com- 
tesse Palloiseui, Mdme. La Piincesse Ourasson, Mdme. F. 
Moulton, Mdme. Koechlen Schwartz, presidente de l’Union 
des Femmes de France; Mdme. Alphonse Helbronne, presi- 
dente des Refuges Israelites; Mdme. de Broen, founder of 
the Belleville working people’s organisation. In a future 
letter I will sketch Mdme. de Morsier’s career. 

Paris. W. VERNIER. 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION 
ANNUAL MEETINGS, 1889. 

The annual meeting, of the Council, will be held in the 
Westminster Town Hall, on Wednesday morning, May 22nd, 
at 10 o’clock. 

The annual ees meeting (open to members of the 
Federation) will take place on Wednesday evening, May 
22nd, at 8 o’clock, in the Grosvenor Gallery. The meeting 
will be followed by a soiree from 8-30 to 11-30 p.m., when 
the Executive Committee will give an at home to meet 
Mrs. Gladstone. 

A conference on political and social subjects will be held 
in the Library of the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street, 
E.C., on Thursday, May 23rd. The proceedings will begin 
at 10 a.m. 


PROGRAMME. 


10 to 11.—The employment of children in Pantomimes ; 
opened by Miss Annette Bear. 

11 to 11-30.—The Sugar Bounties; opened by Mrs. Cos- 
telloe, Westminster. — 

11-30 to 1.—The Land; opened by Mrs. Bateson, Cam ge. 
Home Rule ; opened by Mrs. Oacax Wilde, Chelsea. A new 
Phase in the Irish Question; opened by Mrs. Brooksbank, 
Marylebone. The Plan of Campaign; opened by Mrs. W. P. 
Byles, Bradford. 

1 to 2.—Women and Peace; opened by Miss S. J. Tanner, 
Bristol. Vaccination; opened by Mrs. Corbyn, Portsmouth. 

2 to 3.—Co-operation; opened by Mrs, Samson, North 
Hackney. Women’s Trades Unions and Benefit Societies ; 
opened by Lady Dilke, Fulham. 

8 to 4-30.—The Relations between the W. L. F. and Coun- 
try W. L. A.’s; opened by the Hon. Mrs. Arthur Pelham, 
Newport and South Monmouth, Political Literature ; 
opened by Miss Orme, LL.B. 

Opportunities will be given for discussion on all the sub- 


ects dealt with at the conference. 
i . A. MACDONELI, ‘Secretary. - 
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WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 


WE take the following from the Daily News of Tuesday :— 
A large gathering of sympathisers with the work of the Women’s 
Liberal Federation was held yesterday afternoon at Lady 
Hayter’s, in Grosvenor Square, to consider “ the use of jour- 
nalism in assisting the work of Women’s Liberal Associations 
and the spread of Liberal principles among women.” In 
more precise terms, it was sought to take the opinion of 
practical workers as to the advisability of forming a small 
limited liability company to purchase a paper called Zhe 
Women’s Gasette, and while making it the official organ of 
the Women’s Liberal Federation to extend its circulation and 
influence. The paper, which is published weekly at one 
penny, was founded by Mr. Sydney Hiallifax, rather as a 
means of propaganda than for profit, and it was stated that 
Mr. Hallifax had offered to make over the copyright to the 
members of the Federation on mioderate terms. The 
Countess of Aberdeen presided, and there were present Sit 
Arthur and Lady Hayter, Lady Spencer, Lady Trevelyan, 
Mrs. Childers, Lady Stevenson, Lady C. Shaw-Lefevre, 
Miss Shaw-Lefevre, Lady Isabella Whitbread, Mrs. Mundella, 
Mr. Schwann, M.P., Mr. Handel Cossham, M.P., Mr. Barran, 
M.P., Mr. W. McLaren, M.P., Mr. J. Rowntree, M.P., Mr. 
G. J. Holyoake, Miss Orme, Miss Macdonell, Mrs. Fry, Mrs. 
H. J. Seel, and Mrs. Byles, of Bradford, Lady Aberdeen, 
in opening the proceedings, referred to the advantage to 
women who desired to further the Liberal cause of having an ~ 
organ of their own. Women had yet to learn that they had 
a political duty, and special means must be used in order to 
make them fully realise that fact. 

Miss Orme explained the scheme of purchase. It was 
proposed to promote a liraited liability company with a 
capital of £5,000 in £1 shares, of which 1,000 shares, fully 
paid up, would be issued at once. No list of directors had 
been prepared, but these would be elected entirely at the 
discretion of the shareholders. 

Mrs. Pearsall Smith, an American lady, spoke in high 
terms of the business abilities of Englishwomen, and by way 
of encouraging the project in view, instanced the case of a 
woman’s paper in America, the Union Signal, published in 
Chicago, which was entirely written and printed by women, 
and which had a circulation of 40,000 copies a week. 

After speeches from Mr. W. Mclaren, M.P., Mr. H. 
Cossham, M.P., Mr. Rowntree, M.P., and Mr. Schwann, 
M.P., 

Miss Orme suggested that the question of female suffrage 
should be left an open one. In one part of the paper they 
could have articles pro and con on the subject, and by this 
means they would at least have the advantage of hearing the 
objections of those who were opposed to the proposal, objec- 
tions which it was very difficult at present to get at. 

One or two speakers stoutly denied the truth of the asser- 
tion that the majority of the women were Tories. Eventually 
it was agreed to promote a company as suggested by Miss 
Orme, and the meeting terminated with votes of thanks to 
Lady Aberdeen and to Lady Hayter. 


At the conclusion of the meeting, applications for shares 
were received from most of those present. In this con- 
nection it is important to state that as soon as these shares — 
are allotted the election of directors will be proceeded with, 
at a meeting to be held in London for that purpose. Every 
shareholder will be entitled to a vote for every share held., 
It is therefore desirable that eatly application be made. 
Prospectuses, &c., may be obtained from the office of the 
Women's Gazette, The shares are to be issued at £1 each. 
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WHAT WOMEN ARE DOING. 


The Countess Dudley will give up her house on Wedaes- 
day, the 2oth, to a special meeting in behalf of the Hospital 
for Sick Children, in Great Ormond Street. 


- Miss Alice Havers has illustrated the important poem 
which Mr. William Morris has now in the press. 


’ Miss Margaret Howitt has edited her mother’s auto- 
biography, which will be published shortly. 


_ Miss Rawson must be credited with a large proportion 
of thé success which attended the amateur entertainment in 
Ladbroke Hall on Friday night, on behalf of recreation 
rooms for factory girls. 


_ Mrs Candace Wheeler is the founder of the American 
Female School of Decorative Art, which has the same object 
in view as the South Kensington School. 


Lady Hayter’s residence in Grosvenor Square was the 
scene of a large and influential meeting on Monday, convened 
for the purpose of considering the influence of journalism in 
advancing the interests of the Women’s Liberal Federation. 


The Duchess of pomnangh kindly consented to open 
the Postmen’s League Bazaar at Knightsbridge on Wednesday. 


Lady Leamington is president of the Mansfield Institute 
for Girls, an organisation similar to the Gordon Institute for 
Young Men. 


= Quintin Hogg, of 5, Cavendish Square, London, 
will be very glad to receive help of any kind for the Mission 
Hospital at Amoy. 


Mrs. Mona Oaird’s new work—“ The Wing of Azrael ”— _ 


is described as “a revolt against the existing order of things, 
more especially where the marriage question is concerned, 
and yet the outcome of the story is chaotic.” 

The Queen has sent a donation of 50 guineas to the 
Royal Maternity Charity, Finsbury Square. 

The Baroness Burdett Coutts entertained Genera! 
Boulanger on Friday night. 

Mary E. Carter's novel, “Mrs. Severn,” is a psycho. 
logical study in the style of Miss Rhoda Broughton’s more 
subtle works. 

Miss Phipps and Miss Loftus have been appointed to 
the vacant posts of Woman of the Bedchamber and Maid of 
Honour to the Queen. 

Miss Rose Seaton, Miss Irene Vanbrugh, and Miss 
Edith Vanbrugh gave their valuable services at the Sun- 

y League Concert for Working People last Sanday at the 
Varna Hall, Walham Green. 

The Duchess of Albany is announced to open the 
bazaar in aid of the Orphanage of Mercy, Kilburn, on May 
23rd, at.the Riding School, Knightsbridge. 

- Miss Forsyt ‘sg new Technical College boasts of a 
“‘ finance class” on its programme.of instruction. 

Dr. Alice Bennett has charge of over 800 women in the 
lunatic asylum of Norristown, Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Wanamaker, the wife of America’s Postmaster- 
General, is an indefatigable worker amongst the young 
Presbyterian girls in Philadelphia. 

Lady Hope gave a morning concert on Tuesday at Gros- 
venor House in aid of work amongst the West End poor. 


BOOKS TO READ AND NOT TO READ. 


‘“‘The Unrighteous Canvasser.” Arthur Ransom, High 
Street, Bedford. Price 3d. This little brochure is exactly 
the thing that is wanted for distribution among the Prim- 
rose Dames, upon “hei we _ not without hope that it 

ould exercise a wholesome influence. : 
wesGreater London.” Mr. George Whale. T. Fisher Unwin. 
This is an invaluable book of reference to all those interested 
in the ; oramer of the maetecpole. Every Liberal woman 
in London sho ss it. 

: Marrlage and Divorce.” Ap Richard. Trubner and Com- 
pany. The object of this book appoers to be the defence of 
polygamy from a Christian standpoint. We need say no 
more, : 


te) j : 

**Reuben Sacs.” Am meh nee siege ae Compeny: 
A story dealing ve y with social life amongst the 
Jews. “We Gannot help thinking that the writer is capable 
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| of better things than the “plot,” we suppose we must ell 


ed out. in this volume. 


y: " 
Ieetind an the first ‘colts or oka ri ht pron ’ 
be well worthy the of Seusth. Mocnlition wt 
have since received “ Livi: ne,” by Mr. Thomas Hughes, 
and ‘Henry V.,” by the Rev. A. J.. Church, being the 
second and third volumes of the series, 


“Frederick the Third and Vietoria,” by Dorothea Raberts. 
A er Unwin. Deservedly one of the most popenee lives 


of the late Emperor and his muich-beloved ° 
already gone through several editions. ee 
8 primary, ; ane ee Cure a reign of 
us egetarian t ° 
L. H. Wallace are also to hand. They aré pu ished by 


Mrs, Wallace, at Farringdon Street, E.C. 


on 


A HOLIDAY IN ROME. 


Wuat person having an ounce of imagination was ever 
capable of methodical sight-seeing, of sight-seeing by the 
book? To me the idea of a dull succession, after Baedeker, 
of churches, picture-galleries, and palaces is altogether tire- 
some. Before our arrival in Rome, ten days ago, the weariful 
round, the common task was my tain dread of Rome. 
Joined with this was another dread—the mean fear of finding 
my own long-cherished dearly loved fancies about Rome 
corrected, visited by the stern facts of carefully archeeologised 
antiques, and everywhere spreading modern talk and plaster. 


‘Well, I came, saw, was conquered. The conquest was easy. 


It was partially effected in the very first half-hour by the 
delicious breath of Roman air fanning our travel-worn 
faces as we drove up and down one and.a half of the seven 
hills between the station and our domicile. The balmy 
suavity, caught perhaps from the surrounding sereneness of 
the antique and renaissance world, of the air of Rome, is a 
quality which is, as far as I know, absolutely peculiar to 
itself. One cannot rightly say of it that it differs by a month 
or two months’ space ‘from the air of London, the burning 
question of soot quite apart. The difference is in kind, so 
that long ere it is developed summer weather in Rome one 
never feels the slightest moment’s chilliness, All about one 
washes a universal luxury of soft air that makes mere living 
for it own sake joyous. 

One’s first distinct impression of Rome, after even one day 
spent in acclimatisation, is—and I should think the experience 
is pretty general—a sense of being overwhelmed by the 
bristling array of “sights.” Their name is legion, to count 
them would be like numbering the stars. Sights, new and 
old, and middle-aged, a maze without a plan, a palace of 
locked doors whose keys are thrust unlabelled into one’s 
hand—these are what Rome sugyests to the breathless new 
arrival. Life, if not carefully ordered, threatens to. become 
a fugue perpetually running after the time. The business of 
selection becomes a fine art ; decision must be exercised, and 
the best one can do, the best for us, that is, must. be to con- 
sult our own individual tastes and seek what is congenial to 
them in this great world of Rome. That, J take it, is the 
best recipe for sight-seeing. Here, as elsewhere, abroad in 
ancient and interesting places, one deeply regrets one’s 
previous apathy, one’s most blame-worthy idleness in not 
having studied very much more thoroughly books and maps 
aad pictures of the places one has come out forto see. One's 
only consolation is that the touch of Rome itself will make 
one henceforth fervent enough in the study of all that pertains 
to her. 

I will try and sift my notions of the experience of three 
days, which, for the receiving of impressions, are, of course, 
the longest of our stay in any place. Rowe's three. distinct 
divisions speedily become apparent even in the loose threads 
of my most untrained, disorganised observations. First and 
foremost stands old Rome, the glorious Rome which, 
speaking roughly, is all that one gazes, at on and about the 
Palatine Hill. Yet does nst the shadow of the Forum 
stretch over the whole of Rome? If the. ancient ,people 
could have foreseen their doom they might, have: grieved 
bitterly at the end of ambition, but those masters of the 
‘world have never lost their lion’s share cf spiritual sway overt 
the whole world. I cannot help thinking that the elegant 
dilettanti of the last century, before the expensive hobby of 
excavating was as scientifically pursued as it is now, who 
posted through Italy in their lumbering. carriages and four, 
would have lifted up their hands in sentimental regrets at 
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the present removal of the romautic vegetation, the pic- 
.turesque of contadini, which formerly twined about 
‘the columns of the Forum. The truly antiquarian spirit 
"is at variance with the sketchable elegance dear to artistic 
amateurs, and professional scholarship scorns it. Fortified 
with modern masonry, and bound with girders, the palace of 
the Czesars suffers now from the kindred of Niebrehr and 
Bunsen, Middleton and Parker, what may-seem to the genius 
Jocé a last indignity, or possibly, on the other hand, a healing 
balm. Poor splendid ruins, walls despoiled of their incrus- 
tations, temple fronts looted of their friezes! ‘They have 
little for which to thank the Christian Pontiffs of Rome, the 
animosity of some of whom looked upon the fair gracious. 
statues of the Silver Age as upon the images of the heathen, 
while the apathy of others permitted the commercial utili- 
tarianism of their time to undermine them for the mere sake 
of quarrying Possolana, or burn their marbles into lime 
cement. Do these same ruins now resent, I wonder, the 
scientific archeology of to-day, reading their majesty in 
desolation like a book, and, perhaps as a book may be held, 
occasionally upside down? Ah, if one could for an hour 
resuscitate the antique life, actually see and feel the world’s 

reat age begin anew, and not merely gaze on its empty 
shell! But that wish is vain, as the Italian Exhibition 
Coliseum plainly showed. How much in Rome is that 
should not be, how much is not that should be there, and 
which is the worse? One calls to mind the words of 
Raphael, who would bid us lament as he lamented, “ when 
we reflect upon the divinity of those intellects of the old 
world . . . . . when we see the corpse of this noble 
city, mother and queen of the world, so piteously manyled.” 
And we need not be professed archzologists, however these 
may despise our unchastened enthusiasm, to enable us to be 
profoundly impressed by all this beauty and grandeur, tinged 
as they are for us unarchzological mortals by the infinite 
suggestiveness of the human associations. Ever the strongest 
fascination, Rome’s uttermost charm lies in the sharp contrast 
between past and present, the haunting magic of the very 
stones of Roma Caput Mundi. De Quincey, in the 
‘¢ Pleasures of Opium,” speaks of the letters S P Q R, which 
were sufficient to call forth before his excited brain the long 
procession of a triumph, the tunic carried aloft on the spear, 
the fasces, the lictors, and all the pomp and glitter, and, 
mingling in the crowd, such men as Cicero and Brutus. 
Those four letters, of tremendous significance, will never fade 
out of mind, though to-day we see them written on the front 
of Roman dust carts, 

As we turn from the ruins to go towards the Piazza Cam- 
pidoglio to pay our reverence to Marcus Aurelius’s equestrian 
statue, one of the young heirs of Rome, with an armful of 
flowers, accosts us. His pansies are not more velvet than 
his great dark eyes—those eyes that seem common to three- 
fourths of the South Italian folk—and are so rich and brown 
that they seem almost without pupils. All about the steps, 
particularly the noble flight leading up to the ‘Trinita at the 
foot of the Pincian, where the artists’ models wait orders, do 
these curly-haired roguish children, the boys in blue vests 
and green jackets, and girls in miniatures of the lovely dress 
of Roman women, thrust lilac and narcissus, roses and violets 
into our hands and affix them to our coats and dresses, keep- 
ing up the brightest chatter with us meanwhile and taking 
no refusal. At every arch-way trailing branches of May 
branch the baskets that are held out tous. A /eét-motéf of 
spring flowers runs through the wonderful mixed symphony 
of Rome and Easter. How strange it is they do not deco- 
rate the altars withal! Decidedly the English High Church 
is in the van of zesthetic progress. . 

As yet I have said nothing of the Easter services in the 
churches. These, it must be confessed, are less impressive 
than one would have expected. Since the Pope’s palmy 
days are over the Easter Sunday service at St. Peter’s is not 
particularly interesting, though the choir in the square gold 
singing-gallery on the left perform well and look imposing in 
their scarlet, the falsetto here, as inS. John Lateran on Maunday 
Thursday, producing an ‘excellent imitation of a woman’s 
voice. Afterwards a bishop upheld sundry relics—Veronica’s 
handkerchief, fragments of 
about over the believers froma a high corner gallery. The 
service is held on this ene occasion in the centre of the 
church, but one soon tires of the Italian church ceremonies 
and gladly wanders off to admire Pollajuolos’ exquisite bronze 


tomb’ of Sixtus 1V. in ‘the chapel of the Sacrament. Another 
beautiful tomb by the two Pollajuolos is that of Innocent 
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the true cross, which he flashed 
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VIII. in the left aisle near the door. Close by this is the 
monument in which we ee ee narpraly ted to 
take a languid interest, of .Maria Clementina Sobrieski, wife 
of Charles Edward, pest in the inscription Queen of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland. Opposite, by Canova, is the 
tomb of James III., and of his sons, Charles, Edward, and 
Henry—Cardinal York. .The tomb of the great Pollajuolos 
themselves is to be found—a very modest one, though beau- 
tiful—in the church of S. Pictro, in Vincoli, where it may, 
perhaps, interest many visitors as much, if not more, than 
S. Peter’s prison chains exhibited over the altar in a hideous 
gilt glass case. FLORENCE Mary WILSON. 


(Zo be continued.) 


FROM THE LADIES’ GALLERY. 


On Monday, Mr, W. H, Smith delighted the House with 
fresh illustrations of his mirthful innocence. Replying to 
questions he made an important statement, or rather series of 
statements, respecting the Sugar Bounties Bill. ‘The Bill,” 
said Mr. Smith, amid much ironical laughter, “was not one 
of immediate and pressing importance.” He then went on to 
announce that its consideration was “ postponed,” although 
he refused to admit that the price of sugar had gone up in 
consequence of its introduction. On the second reading of 
the Customs and Inland Revenue Bill, Mr. Picton moved an 
amendment asking for the abolition of the duty on tea. 
The hon. member made out a very strong case for his pro- 
posal. He showed how heavily and how unequally the tax. 
pressed upon the poor, who drink a great deal more tea 
than the rich. Unfortunately the motion was defeated. The 
House then went into Committee ‘on the Naval Defence 
Bill. Later, in the Report on Supply, Mr. Pickersgill and 
Mr. McLaren both urged upon Mr. Ritchie, though in vain, 
the desirability of extending the system of appointing lady 
inspectors of workhouses. It transpired that, out of 25 
inspectors, there was only one lady. 

On Tuesday, the principal debate took place at the 
evening sitting, upon Mr. Dillwyn’s motion for Disestablish- 
ment in Wales. The hon. member's speech formed a very 
formidable indictment against the Welsh Establishment. He 
showed that it was an “alien church,” and had no hold what- 
ever upon the people. Mr, W. Abraham made a telling 
speech in favour of the motion, and concluded his utterance 
in Welsh. Mr. Byron Reid moved an amendment, negativing 
the motion. After Mr. Stansfeld had summed up from the 
front Opposition bench, the House divided, with the result 
that the resolution was rejected by 53. Most of the Dissen- 
tient Liberals voted with the Government. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Stuart Rendel moved the second 
reading of the Welsh Intermediate Education Bill, which 
was supported by Mr. Gladstone, and ultimiately redd ‘a 
second time. 


aos eal 


THE PARNELL COMMISSION. 


On Tuesday Mrs. Gladstone was again in attendance. 
Several witnesses gave most interesting testimony as to the 
condition of the peasants before the time of the Land 
League. Bartholomew Canavan described how, in 1879 and 
1880, in and about Tuam, where he was relieving officer, 
he “met” two dead bodies on the road; and again how he 
was present at the inquest on the bodies of two children who, 
having left the workhouse, took refuge in a barn, where they 
died of starvation, and where their remains were partly eaten 
by rats. The witness also gave figures showing how the 
rents had been raised. John Monaghan, farmer, from 
Connemara, gave similar statistics. He had seen cars upset by 
corpses on the road. He spoke of a.child seeking nourishment 
from its dead mother’s breast, and how they put the mother 
and haby in one coffin. “I “myself,” said the witness, 
“ brought thirty dead bodies to’the grave in bays.” - 

Surely, thought we, the English people are not so had- 
hearted as to remain indifferent to the teaching of facts such 
as these. It was noticeable that while giving his evidence 
the old man sobbed, and even Sir James Hannen raised his 
hand to his face. ie vol 

Father Egan, of Loughrea, was the principal witness on 
Wednésday. His evidence largely concerned the Clanricarde 
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concerned, certainly no worker, however ravenous for topics 
of discussion can complain of a scanty bill of fare. The 
range of subjects is indeed almost alarming. Even if not all 
| of equal importance it cannot be said of any that they are 
outside the scope of the Women’s Liberal movement, one of 
the peculiar attributes of which is, that it embraces all affec- 


ting the social condition and well-being of all classes of 
society. 


The “WOMEN’S GAZETTE” is published 
at 1, PATERNOSTER BUILDINGS, 


LONDON, E.C. 


TO ASSOCIATIONS, &c. . 
. Panticucans of the arrangements for the supply Organisations, &e. aed ; 
Gath be had on application to the Manages, St Manchest The invitations to social engagements which have already 
been issued to delegates are also numerous. But perhaps 


1) alam it is not invidious to say that it is the gathering at the 
Consummation (ee to advertisements should be sent direct to the manager 
at the Arca Be None but those of first-class firms are inserted. 


Grosvenor Gallery, with the promise of the attendance of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone, and Mr. Parnell, which bids fair to 
constitute the unique feature of the proceedings next week. 
What therefore remains necessary to render the annual 
meetings of the Women’s Liberal Federation of 1889 a 
complete and unprecedented success? Numbers? A 
large attendance is already assured. What then? Nothing 
but a reconsecration of individual energy to the cause, and 
a solemn resolve to sink all personal differences of opinion, to 
hasten the triumph of the first principles of Liberty, Justice, 
Humanity. It cannot be denied that the meetings about to 
be held take place at an important epoch, not only in the 
history of the country but in the movement affecting the 
discharge by women of their political duties. Never therefore 
was it more desirable that the ranks should be so closed as 
to present an unbroken front to the enemy. This can only 
be accomplished at the sacrifice possibly in some cases of 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Aut aia gh for the Woman s Gazertx anp Wesxty News, should be 

ee re at case be accompanied by the name address of the writer, not . 
publicatien, but as a guarantee of good faith. . 

Wea cannot undertake to return rejected communications. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Wuere difficulty is found in obtaining the Women's GazeTTE AND WEEKLY 
N st the local : 


booksellers or newsagents, it is earnestly requested 
that the attention of the manager at the Manchester office be to the fact. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

Tue Women’s Gazette AND WEEKLY a ke tate be bgp Age free, for 
Twelve Most & ae Pig pat numbers, at pa: in 
es Sas 6d.; 2 copies 13s.; pa cand yale Bogs La 6 copies 


Cneques, Postal Orders, &c., to be made pa: to Sydney Hallifax, and crossed 
"Londinand Crovincel Baakot Bagisa!, Manchaaer cack 


Ratzs for postage to parts other than in the United Kingdom on application. 


TO THE TRADE. 


ig ces oster, Reine, Leeda, tak Domes’ Mew Jeux | much-cherished opinions. But is the result to be attained 
to whom all communications from the trade should be 


unworthy of the cost ? 


Those who have sufficient faith in their opinions to make 
them worthy of being designated convictions, those who 
believe that progress is the law of life, those who are quick 
to discern from the teachings of history that the 
Utopianisms of to-day become the practical politics of to- 
morrow—such as these can afford to wait, and wait with 
patience, for the triumph of the particular cause which they 
have at heart. It is only the faint-hearted and the timid 
and doubting souls who succumb to the temptation by 
precipitate action to court disaster to-day rather than wait 
for ‘the tide which taken at the flood leads on to fortune.” 

We repeat, therefore, that there never was an occasion 
when it was more clearly the paramount duty of each, by 
means of union, co-operation, to aim at the progress of each 
through all. _ 

The essential difference in the nature of the two great 
parties in the State is simply that Toryism means stagnation. 
This fact goes far to explain the union, or, as we should 
prefer to call it, the absence of motion—like unto the un- 
tuffied surface of a duck pond—which is the characteristic 
of the great Conservative party. Liberals, on the other 
hand, are often taunted with dissensions among themselves. 
Liberal women are no exception. But the differences are 
always as to method, not as to principle. On such minor 
points as these difference without discord is a gain. When 
we come to survey the fundamental principles of our faith, 
a faith which concerns not merely the interests of our sex, 
but those of our race, then it is that we see the supreme 
duty of sinking personal opinions, in order that Liberal 
women, of divers gifts and divers methods of thought, may be 
found in agreement on essential points, and may together 
march “ Forward!” In this spirit let us make the Annual 
Meetings of 1889 an unprecedented success, 


TO OUR READERS. 


We ate glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women's Gazette at the bookstalls of the principal 
railway stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 


THB 
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AND WEEKLY NEWS. 


LONDON, SATURDAY,.MAY 18, 1889. 


Next week bids fair to be an eventful and interesting period 
in the history of the Women’s Liberal movement. The pro- 
ceedings about to take place in London have for some time 
past been looked forward to by workers in the cause, from 
town and country alike. Gatherings of this kind provide 
invaluable opportunities for that interchange not only of 
opinions upon methods of work, but in no less a degree for 
that social intercourse which goes far to promote the con- 
solidation of aims and the co-operation of those anxious for 
their achievement. _—s_ 

Thus far the arrangements, already made public, bid fair 
to be of even more unwonted interest than on any previous 
occasion. The council meeting will doubtless be able to 
congratulate itself upon a considerable accession of numerical 
strength during the past year. So far as the conference is 
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The s ion that the vacant Viceroyalty in Ireland 
should be filled by a member of the Royal Family is not 
only insanely stupid but is also incredibly foolish. From 
the tenour of Mr. W. H. Smith’s answer to questions 
addressed to him in the House of Commons on this subject, 
it is inferred that the Government are somewhat favourable 
to this monstrous proposition. There would undoubtedly 
be less harm in it if the appointment of a royal Viceroy were 
accompanied by the repeal of the Coercion Act, and the 
granting of a measure of Home Rule. But to endeavour to 
identify royalty with Mr. Balfour’s administration of the 
Coercion Act, with all its petty meanness and malignity, is to 
advocate a step which would considerably add to the v 
sever strain already exis'ihg upon the loyalty of the Iri 
people. 


* 


*+ 

There is quite a crop of actions for libel springing up 
against the Government and their allies. Mr. William 
O’Brien has issued a writ against Lord Salisbury on account 
of the slander contained in the Watford speech, to which we 
called attention at the time. Canon Keller has commenced 
an action against Mr. Balfour. Mr. Patrick O’Brien has 
instituted proceedings against the Zimes and other Tory 
journals which live upon libels. Let us hope that the effect 
of these various actions may be the cause of insomnia to 
many a Primrose dame who has been guilty of giving 
currency to the same slanders. 


* * 

We are asked to state that there is no truth whatever in 
the statement that during his recent visit to Donegal, Mr. 
Conybeare, M.P., made use of the profane expression 
attributed to him in connection with Mr. Balfour’s name. 
Mr. Conybeare has over and over again denied this; and it is 
significant that the disclaimer which he sent to the Zimes 
and other newspapers was not inserted. 

* 


* 

‘We are glad to see that Miss Cobden has recovered from 
the effects of overwork from which she was suffering, and 
that she was again’ present at the meeting of the London 
County Council on Tuesday, when she took part in the 
discussion on the motion that the council should send a 
deputation to wait upon the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, urging that facilities should be immediately 
given for the passing of a Bill through Parliament enabling 
women to act as county councillors. Miss Cobden inci- 
dentally mentioned that Lady Sandhurst has already 36 baby 
farms in her charge. We are glad to say that the motion 
was carried by a large majority. On what logical grounds a 
Progressive like Mr. Harrison should have opposed it, we are 
at a loss to understand. 


*+* @ 

We learn from Edinburgh that assurances have reached 
that city to the effect that the recent visit of the Women’s 
deputation to Falcarragh was productive of very salutary 
results, and tended in no small degree to strengthen the 
existing bond of sympathy between the peoples of the two 
countries. Miss Helen B. Thompson contributed to the 
Scottish Leader of May 6th a summary of her visit. It is 
probable that a report will also be published for distribution. 


* # 

A great deal of fuss has been made over thé so-called 
Nonconformist Unionist banquet to Mr. Balfour. To the 
credit of Nonconformists, however, it must be said that the 
scanty list of names of ministers present revealed only one, 
that of the Rev. Edward White, with any claim to distinction. 
The fact is, it was a gathering of Tory diners-out. 


* 

Few Women’s Liberal Associations have been characterised 
by such rapid growth as ‘that inaugurated at Ipswich a year 
ago, the first annual report of which has just been pub- 
lished. From this we learn that the association, although 
barely twelve months old, now numbers one thousand six 
hundred and fifteen members. A feature of the year’s work 
has been a series of ward tea meetings. The association 
also took an active part in the National Protest. Mrs. Owen 
is the energetic hon. secretary, and Lady Stevenson is the 
president. 


* 

‘The appeal of Lady Sandhurst from the decision of Baron 
Huddleston and Mr. Justice Stephen, commenced on Wed- 
nesday, before the Lord Chief Justice, the Master of the’ 
Rolls, and four Lord Justices. : 


he ea te: hich, Ipeapecti ted eer sire 
the num whi ive e political complexi 
of successive Administrations, have invariably passed it by 
large majorities. The existing law inflicts very grave injustice 
upon thousands of the community, and public opinion is 
undoubtedly very strongly in favour of its abolition. It is 
argued, and very rightly, that reform of the present system 
should include the isation of marriage with a deceased 
husband’s brother. In this view we cordially concur, but 
the absence of a proviso affecting this, in the Bill recently 
before the House of Lords, was no reason for the opposition 
accorded to that measure in quarters where we had every 
reason to expect for it enthusiastic support. © 


** 

A casual visitor to the Parliament House of the London 
County Council, in Spring Gardens, draws our attention to the 
fact that the beadle in attendance still wears a livery adorned 
by those ill-fated letters .M.B.W. (Metropolitan Board of 
Works). Surely if the. new deputy-chairman is to have a 
salary of £2,000 a year, the old beadle is at least entitled to 
a new livery. 


* & 
‘In men whom men condemn as ill 
I find so much of goodness still— 
In men whom men pronounce divine 
I find so much of sin and blot, 
I hesitate to draw a line 
Between the two where God does not.” 


q s 
* + 
Writing in the Mew York Standard, Mr. Henry George 
says: ‘Women constitute one-half the human race, and 
certainly not the least important half. Their political power 
exists whether it is not openly exerted or not. If women do 
not vote themselves they educate and largely mould the minds 
of men who do vote. Conservatism might be temporarily 
strengthened by the extension of the franchise, but by the 
extension of discussion and arousing of thought this would 
cause Conservatism from that moment to in to lose 
strength in the very sources and reservoirs of its power. To 
call upon women to vote would be to open their minds to 
progressive influences. If the Tories in this way (é¢. by 
the extension of the franchise) win a temporary victory, it 
will be at the cost of a permanent loss.” 
* 


 & 

We feel we cannot do better than reproduce the eloquent 
words addressed to the Ponsonby tenants, just before the 
evictions began, by their brave and good priest Canon 
Keller. Said he :— 


justice and equity, which is about to be consummated on P pe: 
to-morrow or the day after. Be stout of heart and continue of 


Sea and your children, your children’s 


bour here and enjoy the fruit of honest industry, tyrants will 
lie in nameless and dishonoured graves; they leave to their . 
innocent children the legacy of an odious name and the whiels 
their deeds of dark vengeance and cruelty will Be of 
cheer, I re for your sufferings and privations will be of 
duration, If all that bad laws and a hao of men can 


which has i the first element of government—the 
people—and which is the fruitful cause of all the sorrows 


anguish of this unhappy land.” ol 


Pj 


os 
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WEST WILTS WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


A REMARKABLE SUCCESS. 


THI8 association was inaugurated on the 8th March last, 
by Margaret, Lady Sandhurst, and has since then made 
most rapid progress. On that date, the openin 
was held at Trowbridge, under the auspices of 

Association, and the proceedings 


meetin 
be: h a tea, ech 
an with a to whic 
rhaps 300 sat down, and the half afterwards by 


filled u 
he mén returned from their work. Following immediately 


upon this meeting, others of a less formal character were 
held at Bradford-on-Avon, Holt, Melksham, and elsewhere 
within the Parliamentary division, and eventually a central 
association with an executive committee was formed, with 
branches in the above-named places and in Trowbridge 
itself. Rules were drafted, local secretaries and committees 
were Sppointett, places were mapped out into wards each in 
individual charge, and the association grew so rapidly that 
it was determined to hold a first general meeting formally 


Leal ead the rules, and to take counsel as to further pro- 
ngs. 


This meeting was held also at Trowbridge, and_ took place 
on Wednesday, the 8th inst. By nue o'clock, the time ap- 
pointed for it, the hall was crammed, and so continued up to 
nearly eleven o’clock, with a sympathetic, intelligent, atten- 
tive, and orderly assembly, the women predominating. Lad 
Hobhouse ( ident of the association) occupied the chair, 
supported by Miss Orme (of the Women’s Federation), Mrs. 
G. P. Fuller (hon. secretary), Mr. G. P. Fuller. M.P., Sir 
Chas. Hobhouse, Bart., Mr. Knox (an Ulster Protestant 
Home Ruler), Mr. W. and Mrs. Walker, Mr. W. H. and 
Mrs. Barnard, Mr. A. and Mrs, Beavan, Miss Maddox, 
Messrs. G. N. Haden, J. Diplock, E. and J. Usher, &c. 
During the evening a number of political sonzs were sung, 
led by the Liberal Glee Society, conduc by Mr. 
Wickham, Miss Hobhouse presiding at the piano. Lady 
Hobhouse, at the commencement of the proceedings, asked 
Mrs. Fuller to propose a resolution ting the new rules. 

Mrs. Fuller, who was loudly applauded on rising, proposed 
the resolution, and stated that already local branches of the 
association been formed at Trowbridge, Bradford, Holt, 
and Melksham, the total membership being now only six 
short of 1,000. . 

Mrs. A, Beavan, in seconding the resolution, pointed out 
the importance of the i Rad means of bringing together 
and creating a more friendly feeling amongst the different 

The proposiien: on being submitted to the vote, was 
cordially adopted. 

Lady Hobhouse, who next addressed the ineeting, said the 
present was the first occasion she had ever presided over a 
meeting of this description and size. She did so most 
unwillingly, because it was not usual for ladies so to preside, 
and because she was unaccustomed to public speaking. 
Being there, however, she desired to justify herself for 
coming forward on so public an occasion, and to explain in 
a few words why they had formed their association. She 
thought there were three principal reasons. First, because 
women had already the franchise in all but the Parliamen- 
tary election, and undoubtedly they would soon have it in 
this;' secondly, because they were elected on boards of 

uardians, or what would be the new district councils, and, 
if they were not so already, they would soon be eligible for 
‘election to the county councils; and thirdly, because the 
ladies of the Primrose League were going about spreading 
information they considered most mischievous. These 
ladies said they and the party they represented were the 
defenders of the British Constitution. She did not know 
how they described the Constitution, but she knew 
what they, as Liberals, meant by it. They said they were 
‘living under a limited monarchy, that was, a monarchy 
limited by the will of the peony and by laws made for the 
common ‘weal. They understood the advan of the 
House of Lords, although they might wish that they were 
elected to it and not born to it; but they placed their main 
reliance on the House of Commons, the representatives of 

themselves. They wished to make the representation even 
more complete than it is. These, she thought, were their 
political principles, and it was to instil these principles into 
all their women-kind that they had formed their asso- 
ciation. 

ias Orme then delivered a most able and eloquent 


‘ada ; after which Mr. Knox spoke as an Ulster Protes- 

tant Biome Ruler. : 
les Hobhouse, in moving a vote of thanks to Miss 

oO ai Mr. Knox for their addressen, observed that, 


het we were told we wanted to separate Ireland from the 
pout the United Kingdom and aes them a Parliament 
they ought not to have, our answer was that Ireland had 
it before; and when she had it, she was more peaceful 
and thrifty and more in union with us than she ever was 
before.or'ever would be again until she got a return of that 
nt. : : 
ae Haden seconded the resolution, and said, in his 
opinion, mach good would result from the new organisation. 
Mr. W. Walker, in supporting the proposition, which was 
‘tho, mentioned that it was his intention to shortly 

wie’ reked: and offered to relate his experiences to the 


Women's Association on his return. 
* Ur..G@ P. Fuller; MP. - 
Hobhouse 


a vote of thanks to Lady 


for presiding, and said, in starting this associa- 
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| the lines of the P 


There was certain political opinions of the 
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tion they certainly did not intend to follow too much in 

rimrose gs eee They intended to make 
knowledge the foundation of the association, and, whatever 
a be the foundation of the Primrose they did 
not believe that knowl was ite foundation. (Laughiter. ) 
As to whether it was within the functions of women to take 
part in politics, he thought it had been clearly shown them 


ae evening, by Miss Orme, that pen questions ought 
; e 


taken up by women as well as men. (Hear, hear.) 
which were 
essentially matters for the consideration of women. For 
instance, women might well take up and render assistance 
in the question of Ireland, and another question which 
certainly was an important question for Englishmen and 
women was that of sugar. There was an immense amount 
of knowledge necessary to be sgread upon these and other 
matters, not only amongst women but amongst men, and 
he hoped, under the guidance of Lady Hobhouse, the 
association would xeon on growing in the way it had 
started —(applause)—feeling sure that by the introduction of 
politics amongst women, as well as amongst men, good 
would necessarily result. 

Mr. Barnard, in seconding the vote of thanks, referred to 
the Primrose e, and expressed a hope that the 
Women’s Liberal Federation, which he regarded as the anti- 
dote, would apply that antidote with firmness and discretion. 

The meeting, which was most successful throughout, 
closed with the singing of the National Anthem. 


THE WOMEN’S AUXILIARY OF THE | 
BIRMINGHAM LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S WARD LADIES’ LIBERAL 
COMMITTEE. 

Under the auspices of the above, the second of a series of 
meetings for the women voters in this ward was held at 
Fox Street Board School, on Monday, May 6th. About 150 
sat down to tea, at tables made gay with lovely spring 
flowers. At the subsequent meeting the chair was taken 
by Mrs. F. Impey, and amongst those present were Mrs. 
Lewis (president), Miss J. S. Martineau (hon. sec.), Mrs. A. 
C. Osler, Miss Martineau, Mrs. Heap, Miss L. P. Smith, 
Mrs. Humber, Mrs. Murtagh, Mrs. Gunn, Mrs. Archer, Miss 
G. E. Southall, Miss Youngerman, Mrs. Gore, Miss Allin, 
Miss Whitlock, Councillors R. F. Martineau and Loughton, 
Mr. F. Impey, Mr. Pountney, &c. 

Mrs. Impey, in her opening remarks, said she would like 
all women, not only the voters, to take an intelligent interest 
in politics, so as to be able to que e for themselves which 
are the men most likely to help forward those causes for 
which they were elected. Women pay taxes, and ought to 
know how their money is spent. A Liberal policy is the best, 
as giving the greatest good to the greatest number, and if 
working women only understood more of what this Liberal 
policy really is, they would see that the best way to advance 
their interests, is to give their votes to the Liberal candi- 
dates. Those of us who have no votes should use our in- 
fluence in the same direction. The more women’s influence 
is felt, so much the purer and better will politics become. 

Osler, in the course of a very interesting and instruc- 
tive address, referred to the recent Unionist demonstration 
in Bingley Hall, and said she was told by an,ardent, Unionist 
that the cheers and hisses. were pretty equal when Mr. 
Gladstone’s name was mentioned, another equally ardent 
considering that the cheers predominated. As for the 
women’s meeting in the Town Hall, which was announced 
to be addressed eae by women, it was known for 
weeks beforehand that Lord Hartington and Mr. Chamber- 
lain would speak. Speaking of various questions which 
directly affect women, Mrs.. Osler mentioned the Deceased 
Wife's Sister's Bill. She said that it was pre-eminently a 
woman's question, and women ought to have a voice in its 
settlement. But they have not—and what is the conse- 
2 aon! Why, that this Bill allows a man to marry his 

wife's sister, but does not allow a woman to marry 
her deceased husband There is no one in Parlia- 


*s brother. 
ment to represent women, and when the Bill passes it will 
be unjust and unequal. It took years to alter the law by 
which a father could deprive a mother of the custody of her 
children, and as for women’s suffrage, the question has been 
before the country for 25 years, and it hardly seems any 
nearer settlement than at the beginning. Men do not like 
the measure, in proof of which statement Mrs. Osler men- 
tioned that the House of Commons refused to defer adjourn- 
ment for the recent Easter recess over the 17th of April, 
thereby precluding the possibility of Mr. Woodall’s Women’s 
Suffrage Bill being read a second time, and iving the 
friends of the movement of the best chance they have had 
for years. ; 
Nevertheless we must go on working for what we believe 
to be truth and right, remembering that it is principles an 
not men only that have to be fought for. Like our fellow- 
countrymen in Ireland, women have been a subject—race. 
All the Irish ask for is to be treated as equals. ‘They do not 
want to be ruled. And the same may be said of women. 
Our rulers insist that they know t is best for Ireland, 
better than she knows herself, and so it has always been 
when women have desired any reform. it is best for 
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people to ern themselves.. The Irish do not desire 
separation, fut only the, embodiment of the sarod prin 
of ¥> Ys y. use, 
‘Gonsetner Martinean, wi won warmly ecive, mid 
; lad to present at such a and successfu 
meeting, and it was enco ig to hear that the example’ 
of St. olomew’s was being followed by other wards 
in the town. Speaking of the Town Council, Mr. Martineau 
pointed out how much the comfort and well-being of 
women is affected by the work of its various committees. 
The Water Committee has to provide pa water, and the 
Health Committee to build hospitals for the treatment of 
infectious and in many other ways to look after 
the health and comfort of the home. As regards the 
responsibilities of England in larger political matters, we 
must all, men and women alike, feel a longing for the time 
when Ireland will be treated not as a slave but as a sister 


country. (Applause.) 

Mr. ‘Pountney (President of the St. Bartholomew's Ward 
L.A.), in the course of a humorous speech, said that the 
wives should not grumble when their husbands are out late 
canvassing. To always i gi but Liberals grant 
reforms, and women should make up their minds to get 
Liberals into the Town Council. 

After & few practical remarks from Councillor Loughton, 
a@ most enjoyable evening was brought to a close. 

ca ps ier, and pianoforte solos were contributed by 
Mrs. iss Southall, Miss Youngerman, and Mr. 
Stilliard, the latter gentleman receiving two hearty encores. 

Oopies of the Birmingham pamphlet, and of the recent! 
issued leaflet entitled ‘What have Women to do wit 
Politics?” were afterwards distributed. 


——————————— ed 


A LADY DELEGATE AT THE MID-DEVON 
DIVISIONAL LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. | 


The Annual Council Meeting of the Mid-Devon Divisional 
Liberal Association, was held on Saturday, the 4th inst., at 
Newton. Among the delegates was Mrs. Colonel Brine, the 
president of the Shildon Women’s Liberal Association, who 
supported the resolution condemning the coercive policy of 
the Government in the following speech :— 

‘“‘It is very difficult for me to add anything worth hearing 
to the admirable speeches already delivered in support of the 
resolution before you; and yet, as the only woman delegate 
in the division, and an Irishwoman, it seems fitting and my 
duty to express my heartfelt sympathy and join in the appeal 
for yours. Women include more than half the population, 
and in face of the complex questions that come before 
Government in the present state of our civilisation, it is 
surely time, both for them and for you, to recognise their 
duty and their work, and for you all to aid and guide rather 
than any longer look doubtingly on their co-operation. Our 
valued member some years “ said that while bonnets, &c., 
occupied so large a share of the interest and occupation of 
women, they were not likely to be serious about politics, or 
something to that effect. But he has repented, and I am 
joan for I find a touch of envy in that reflection, and truly 

am at a loss to imagine how a love and practical applica- 
tion of Art can obscure the understanding, or blunt the 
sympathies. Patriotism, at least, has never been found 
wanting in women ; and certainly there never was a stronger 
call for its exercise than now, with the terrible poverty 
that disgraces the British Isles and not Ireland alone, and 
the barbarous and reactionary methods of dealing with it 
of our present rulers—an equal disgrace to a constitutional 

overnment so-called. Constitutional, indeed! In Bristol, 
the other day, Lord Salisbury said that to pve Home Rule 
to Ireland, otherwise the simple justice of the management 
of her own affairs, would be to give over one-third of the 
Irish people to be sat upon by two-thirds. Does he consider 
it constitutional government that one-third should rather 
be allowed to sit upon two-thirds? To continue his un. 
elegant -simile, it is no wonder they sit so uneasily and in 
such constant agitation. But in ied f truth, where is Lord 
Salisbury’s arithmetic? 17 is not a third of 103, or even a 
fourth, and 17 are all the Irish members that can be 
mustered to uphold the shameful system by which not only 
the resources of Ireland cannot be developed, but numbers 
of the people cannot live, and have already been diminished 
to less than the population of the district of London in an 
area of 32 thousand square miles! And as to the resources 
of Ireland, I know that numbers in England, who know less 
of their sister island than of Timbuctoo, believe it to be 
barren, like the moon, from physical exhaustion or the 
vengeance of Heaven npo agitators. And this English and 
Scotch majority, which has so long over-ridden the Irish 
majority on Irish affairs, only stares with incredulity when 
pou speak of the marble quarries, her unworked collieries, 

er many mineral springs, her miles of undrained pasture- 
land, her magnificent neglected harbours, only waiting for 
an honest stewardship to make wealth and prosperity for 
the. | eciges And with all this wasted material, this de- 
frau peasantry, Lord Salisb can think of nothing 


better than the extremest aggravation of the old evil system 
to be continued for 20 more years. I appeal from my heart 
for your condemnation of such m By 


‘union, Mrs. Joshua Rowntree, 


SCARBOROUGH WOMEN’S LIBERAL’ 


UNION ANNUAL MEETING. — 
THE annual meotings recently held, was | by tea 
for members and their friends, which was a large and very 
arom thering. At the evening meeting the chair was 
ken by Dr. Hutchinson, J.P. The first business was the 
reading, by Miss Hopkins, one of the hon. secretaries, of a 
brief statement of the meetings held during the year, 
including those which have recently taken place in each of 
the six wards of the town, when a resentative council 
was elected, composed of an equal number.of members from 
each ward. At all these —— the ent of the 
@ most interesting and 
pathetic dccount of a visit paid by Mr. Rowntree and her- 
self to Donegal last year. 


The Chairman expressed his gratification with the success 
of the Women’s Liberal Union, and the amount of work 
that had been accomplished, and his conviction that the 
influence of women, especially on such questions as tempe- 
rance, social purity, &c., was of very valuable assistance to 
the rat fps. on of the government of the country by men. 
He could not magne @ woman believing it was Tight that 
what was now taking place in Ireland, in the name of law 
and order, shonld be allowed to go on. : 

Mr. P. J. Power, M.P., for Waterford, began his 
speech with a graceful allusion to the gratitude felt by the 
Irish for the sympathy now shown them by English Liberals. 
He next spoke of Mr. Parnell and the forgeries, and dwelt 
with great pathos on the sufferings and injustice Ireland 
has to endure; but vermly alluded to the hope and courage 
which Mr. Gladstone's efforts have given to his down- 
trodden county. 

Mr. Thomas Whittaker, J.P., moved a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Power, and all who had contributed to the success of 
the evening, in a racy and saluig 5 apa and expressed 
his belief that the day of peace an ppiness would soon 
dawn upon Ireland. . 

i oster, one of the vice-presidents of the Union, 
briefly seconded the vote, which was responded to by Mr. 
Power, who proposed a similar a ickeresdl of thanks to the 
Chairman, which was seconded by Mr. Joshua Rowntree, 
M.P., whose unexpected entrance, in the earlier part of.the 
evening, accompanied by Mrs. Rowntree, had provoked a 
storm of delighted applause from the crowded audience, 
many of whom not seen him since his illness in the 
winter. He expressed his Yenc for the forbearance 
shown him while he was laid aside, and his hope that now 
he should be able to attend diligently to his Parliamentary 
duties. He thought none of those present would wish to 
go back to the system of protection, which would increase 

e price of sugar ; nor yet to the old and barbarous method 
of flogging in gaqls. He also spoke deprecatingly of any 
action on the part of the Government likely to give an 
excuse to Continental nations to add to those armaments 
which were crushing many of their poor people, and sending 
large numbers of them to add to the labour market in Lon- 
don sweating anvape. Mr. Rowntree also mentioned that 
when he was last in 
on him in his illness, and about the same time Mr. John 
O'Connor, M.P., was visiting in the town, and now both of 
them had been flung into a felon’s call. He sometimes 
wondered what right we have to be in the enjoyment of 
home, liberty, and friends, when men, every bit as honest 
and true to their country, were piningin gaol. Still he 
believed that ‘‘ though sorrow might endure for a night, joy 
cometh in the morning.” Several ladies and gentlemen 
contributed much to the success of the:.evening, by vocal 
and musical selections, and also by the loan of flags, pants, 
and a striking portrait of Mr. Gladstone. At the close of 
the meeting several of those present joined the Union. 
A substantial. increase in the membership during the year 
wae seported, as well as an improvement in financial 
position. 


A WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
WATERLOO. 


On Thursday afternoon, May 9th, there was a meeting of 
ladies, in the rooms of the Liberal Club, Mount Pleasant, 
Waterloo, Mrs. W. C. Rawlins in the chair. It was decided 
to form a Women’s Liberal iation in Waterloo and 
district, including Crosby, Blundellsands, and Seaforth. Mrs. 
Weld-Blundell was unanimously requested to become presi- 
dent. The rules were discussed and settled, and an executive 
committee of six were elected. Miss ger oye of Seaforth 
Hall, was mluesved to continue in the of hon. secre- 
tary, which she had held pro tem., while the association was 
in process of formation. Miss Ryley (hon. sec. of the South- 
port Women’s Liberal Association) spoke of the advanta 
of affiliation with Southport, and it was 
decided to join that body as an independent branch. Miss 
Briggs, hon. sec. of the Liverpool Women’s Liberal Ageo 
tion, read an interesting paper on ‘‘ Women and Politics,” 
originally delivered by Miss Cheetham. A discussion 
pee. the meeting closed with the usual votes of thanks, , ! 
secre will be glad to hear of ladies anxious to joia. : 
pene iation will not have another general meeting until. 
autumn. . 


Scarborough, Mr. Carew, M.P., called * 
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NOTTINGHAM WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL SOIREE. 


THE third annual soiree in connection with the Nottingham 
Women’s Liberal Association was held on Thursday night, 
May 9th, at the Mechanics’ Hall. The association is in a 
flourishing condition, and its vitality and vigour are well 
exemplified by the circumstance that it has recently sent 
Mrs. Simpson as a delegate to report upon the condition of 
the ‘‘ most distressful country.” The report was given 
to an interested audience by Mrs. Simpson in a vivid 
and earnest manner. The audience included Mrs. Cowen 
(president of the association), Miss Renals (hon secretary), 
Miss Holbrook (secretary), Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Farmer, Sir 
John and Lady Turney, Miss Turney, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
Hind, Alderman and Mrs. T. Bayley, Mr. and Mrs. Edmund 
Renals, the Rev. J. Harwood, B.A., the Rev. J. Hirst Hollo- 
‘well, Mrs. Charles Mallett (of the Home Rule Union), and 
various others. : 


Mrs. Cowen said she had igreat pleasure, on behalf of th 
committee, in welcoming them there. It gave them great 
satisfaction to see such a large gathering of ladies and 

tlemen on that occasion—their third annual soiree. She 
ought they might safely congratulate themselves that 
their association was moving, and was making a steady pro- 
They numbered at the present time about 600 mem- 
Caw, not counting those in the Southern Division, who, she 
thought, numbered over 300 members. She looked forward 
to great benefit for the society, when many earnest, intelli- 
gc women began to take a deep interest in public affairs. 
as, wes concluded her speech by referring to the Irish 
question. 

Mrs. Charles Mallett (delegate from the London Home 
Rule Union), next ad the meeting. Mrs. Mallett 
gave jculars of certain evictions, and said that in 
several parts of Ireland the perl were now living wholly 
on Indian meal, which they would have to pay for at the 
end of the summer when their husbands returned home 
from work. She had heard some heartrending stories before 
the Parnell Commission that day, which illustrated vividly 
the way in which the landlords of Ireland screwed down 
their tenants. She compared the present crisis with that 
which occurred before the separation of the American 
States from the British Empire. They loved Ireland, and 
did not want to see her separated from the mother country. 
They desired a closer union, and they ought as women to do 
what they could to bring about the desired effect. 
(Applause.) They had the power to pour oil upon the 
troubled waters, and they should do it by sending over 
to Ireland m of sympathy and gifts to the poor. 
They in Nottingham should work, so that when the con- 
stituencies were called upon to pronounce for or inst 
Home Rule they would return an pr eow Helntas verdict in 
favour of justice and peace and righteousness for Ireland. 
(Applause.) ; 

Simpson (who was appointed as a delegate from 
Nottingham to visit various parts of Ireland in company 
with other ladies), gave an account of the scenes she wit- 
nessed of the poverty of the evicted tenants of Gweedore. 
She said that one of the br evils arising from the extreme 

of the people of Ireland was that they were obliged 
eae their children at a very early age into service, 
and they were thus exposed to temptations, before their 
characters were sufficiently formed to withstand them. The 
only bright spot in the dreary lives of the antry was the 
love and sympathy shown to them by their priests, who did 
all th could for them. She hoped they would one and all 
try and hasten the time when their Iris ea re might 
enjoy the light of freedom and liberty. (Applause.) 

oy J. A. Cooke was next called be to address the 
gathering, and he said he had been in Done 1 witnessing 
some of the t nical oppression going on there under the 
regimé of Mr. our. 

On the motion of Sir John Turney, seconded by Mr. W. H. 
“Parmer, votes of thanks were accorded Mrs. Mallett and the 
other ladies and gentlemen who had helped in various ways 
at the soiree. : 

During the evening, 

were given in a ve 
selection yard, iss Granger, Miss Agnes Clarke, Miss Lees, 
Mr. R. Baldwin, and Miss Edith Clarke, and the soiree was 
a most enjoyable one. The refreshments were supplied by 
Mr. Fenton, of Heathcote Street. 


HUDDERSFIELD WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


MERTIN ambers was held in the Liberal Association 
aes on sem evening, aa was sory yl eels 
; olme. res: ° . 

wot gag =“ Garton! Mrs. Shaw Sykes, 
Mrs. Lister, and other ladies 
etn io: bs 

the meetings of the Liberal Se aieon Fedeca tion, legate 
appointed. After the enrolment of a number of additional 


at intervals, songs and musical 


- Town Hall, o 


nice manner by Mr. Smith, » 


| INAUGURATION OF THE SOUTH BUCKS 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


On Weecnesdsy, May Ist, a public meeting was held in the 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, to in- 
augurate the late y-constituted South Bucks Women's 
Liberal Association. It was first started last September, 
and now numbers about 120 members, many more being 
expected to join shortly. The pot was an interesting 
and s ul one. The hall was well filled, with about equa. 
numbers of both sexes, and all were alike in enthusiasm. 
Lady Sandhurst had kindly consented to give an address on 
the occasion of the opening, and the chair was taken by the 
president of the association, Miss Arabella Shore, who 
riefly explained the position and the objects of the associa- 
tion, — Sandhurst’s address followed, and was excellent, 
dwelling chiefly on the work and duties of women in the 
world, their qualifications for social and political busin 
especially as county councillors, and touching on Libera 
OUbhe following resoluti hen proposed 
ollo resolution was then pro : “That we, 
as Liberals, are bound to promote Home Rule for Ireland, 
because the Irishdesire it, and because it is just and necessary, 
and the only means of reconciling them with England.” 
This was moved by Mrs. Charles Mallet, of London, 
seconded by Mr. Morton (secretary of the Home Rule 
Union), and supported by Mr. Walter Mc . MP, 
who had kindly come down straight from the House of 
Commons for the pu . The second resolution, ‘ That 
we strongly condemn the policy of the Government, and the 
conduct of the executive in Ireland, as tending to deepen 
Irish disaffection, and to excite in England indignation and 
d t,” was moved by the Rev. J. P. James, of Wycombe, 
and supported by Mrs. J. Thomas. hon. secretary of the 
association. A vote of thanks to Lady Sandhurst, pro- 
0 by Mr. J. Thurlow, president of the Wycombe 
iberal Association, and seconded by Mr. J. Thomas, of 
Wooburn, lately elected one of the county councillors for 
Bucks, concluded the proceedings, all three resolutions 
having been unanimously adopted. 
On the platform were, besides the speakers, A. ater 
., J. Thurlow, Esq., J. Unite, Esq., Mr. R. Goodearl, C.C., 
and Mr. J. D. M. Pearce, of Maidenhead. The front of the 
platform was prettily decorated with flowers, a sign, as one 
of the gentlemen speakers gracefully pointed out, of the. 
resence of woman’s ornamental hand. The Tey in 
avour of Ireland was fervent and vigorous, and often 
mounted to real eloquence. Much information was given 
from personal inspection, and the audience was without 
uestion tly impressed by the facts laid before it. 
is is a hopeful beginning of the women to aid in an 
arduous task, that of converting this, at present, Tory-ridden 
constituency into a Liberal sronepe . Wycombe itself 
has, indeed, always maintained its high pace as a resolutely 
Liberal centre, and we heartily wish it all success. 


PENDLEBURY, SWINTON, AND CLIFTON 
WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


On Saturday last, the members of this association held a 
very successful tea meeting and concert, in aid of the 
Gweedore Relief Fund, in the British School, Pendlebury. 
Over 200 persons sat down to a tea which, for elegance and 
abundance, has never been surpassed in the district. The 
arrangement of the tables and the variety and profusion 
of their contents bore testimony to the enthusiasm of the 
ladies who had undertaken the task of providing for the 
visitors. As this was the first public effort of the newly- 
formed association, some anxiety was felt by the members 
for the success of the effort, but the result exceeded the 
meee expectations. 

fter tea, a concert and meeting was held, The chair was 
occupied by Mr. W. T. Postlethwaite, who was supported 
by Mrs. V. K. Armitage, president of the association, Mrs. 
Palmer, vice-president, Miss Roper, treasurer, Mrs. Mad- 
dock, secretary, A. G. Symon Esq., secretary of the 
National Reform Union, and others. 

A very successful! entertainment, consisting of singe and 
recitations by members and friends, was given. During the 
evening addresses were delivered by the chairman, G. 
Symonds, Esq., and Mr. F. Bradley. 

Votes of thanks to the ladies who had arranged the tea, 
donor of provisions, &c., and the chairman brought a very 
enjoyable evening to a close. The net proceeds, amounting 
to about two guineas, will be handed to Mr. Symonds, who 
will forward it to Gweedore. 


THE CAMBRIDGE WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION 


Held a public meeting, on May 9th, to protest against the 
Sugar Bounties Bill. are. Bateson reaided. On the plat- 
form were Dr. Robertson, Dr. and Mrs. Verrall, the Hon. 
Mrs. A. J. Lyttleton, Mr. Goodman, Mr. Muir, and Mr. 
Courtney Kenny. The proposals of the Government in 
regard to the Bill were unanimously condemned by resolu- 


| tions passed at the meeting. 
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“* BIRMINGHAM WOMEN'S LIBERAL 
: ASSOCIATION. 


ST. GEORGE’S WARD. 


A meeting was held on Thursday evening, May 9th, in the 
Smith Street Board Schools, in connection with the 
‘Women’s Liberal Association of St. George’s Ward. The 
platform was decorated with curtains and coloured draperies. 
and the speakers’ table garnished with many small bouquets, 
Mrs. Osler presided, and there were also present Mrs. Stan- 
ton, Mrs. Barratt, Miss Mander, Mrs. Stiff, Mrs. G. Hanson, 
Mrs. Bishop; Councillors Osler, Lancaster, and Whateley ; 
Messrs. Frank Wright, T. Hewins, J. Wand, E. Stiff, &c. 

The Secretary (Mrs. Stanton) read letters of apol from 
Mrs. Reid, Miss Foster, Miss Southall, and other ladies ; and 
afterwards the annual report, which stated that the founda- 
tion of the St. George’s Branch was the election of Councillor 
Lancaster eighteen months ago, and the branch had done 
some excellent work. 

Mrs. Osler, in a sprightly address, adverted to the recent 
women’s meeting in the Town Hall, and suggested that Mr. 

berlain’s story of an mepetntmer® bein: Biba toa lady 
because it offered neither honours nor c indicated his 
view of that meeting also. 

Miss Mander, of Wolverhampton, said that it was perha 
too late in the day to justify the position of women in poli- 
tics, especially in Birmingham. But women still had to win 
the key of their position—namely, the right to vote in 
Parliamentary elections. (Applause.) As far as they were 
concerned, the principle that taxation without representa- 
tion was anny was still in force, and in sundry Acts of 
Parliament there was a classification of ‘‘ women, idiots, and 
lunatics.” (Laughter.) Opinion, however, was changing in 
the right direction. She u the women of Birmingham 
to visit Ireland if they could, and to help her people by gifts 
of money or seed potatoes. The smallest benefaction to that 
country by England was attended with blessings, and 
helped forward the great and holy movement of reconcilia- 
tion so happily begun by Mr. Gladstone three years ago. 


(Applause.) 

Gcuncillor Osler, who was received with loud applause, 
said that the o— meetings which the Liberal Unionists 
lately held in Birmingham had been wonderfully exagge- 
rated by the local press, 

Councillors Whateley and Lancaster, Mr. T. Hewins, and 
Mr. Wand also addressed the meeting, which was most 
pleasantly diversified with songs and a recitation. 

Previous to the meeting, which was attended by four or 
ive Hundred persons, about two hundred women sat down 


BREDBURY AND WOODLEY WOMEN’S 
LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


Under the auspices of this newly-formed organisation 
Councillor Adam Tes, president of ef Oldham Liberal Club, 
delivered a lecture on ednesday evening, May 8, in the 
Primitive Methodist School. Having spent some time in 
Ireland, Mr. Lee was able to detail his experiences in that 
unhappy country to the edification of all. He showed how 
the poor Irish peasants lived, and were treated by the land- 
lords, police, and other persons who have the administration 
of the law in their hands, and also described eviction scenes. 
Mrs. Lofthouse, who presided, referred to Mrs. Walton 
having said, at the late Primrose League meeting, that she 
had looked up the dictionary for the meaning of the words 
Conservative and Liberal, and in Pile to that observation 
thought the knights and dames ought, by this time, to have 
n able to form their own opinion as to the words without 
troubling Mrs. Walton to make such a research. The Rev. 
J. Welford and Mr. Thomas Buckley alluded to some very 
unfair and untruthful criticisms upon Mr. Lee’s last 
8 h at Woodley by the local Tory paper, and Mr. Buckley 
also briefly referred to the scandalous comments in the sanie 
journal on his conduct with Reepect to the Bredbury Local 
rd some time ago. The balance of the collection, after 
deducting expenses, was devoted to the purpose of purchasing 
seed for the use of the Donegal peasantry. 


CHATHAM WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


The usual monthly meeting of this branch was held on 
Tuesday, the 14th inst., at the Reform Club. 

The President (Mrs, Sinclair) occupied the chair, and in 
her opening remarks condemned the policy of the Govern- 
ment for the cruel way in which the recent evictions in 
Ireland were carried out, and resolutions of sympathy with 
the evicted were : 

Papers were read by Mrs. Sudweeks and Mrs. F. 
Brounan. Songs and pianoforte solos enlivened the 
peveeedings, A very interesting and profitable evening was 
spent, 
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HOME RULE DEBATE AT HAMPSTEAD. 


“On Monda: , 18th, at the Hampstead Vestry Hall, Mr. Low 
qpened a da te on Home Rule before = Aenea pet 


O vi 
hall, on a recent visit to Ireland, and o 
had challenged her to meet him in discussion. 
Orme had accepted the chal their presence 
there that evening was the result. Mr. Low then =e 
his ob. sone to a 2 ae - aoeat : mn in 
Ireland, and also presen on for Home Rule, 
asserting that the policy of Gladstonians is injurious to the 
democracy. Mr. Low spoke for twice the time a 
him, but this extension was readily agreed to by 
opponent. Miss Orme replied to the various points raised, 
and, finally, after several questions from the audience, the 
chairman very ably summed up. No vote was taken, but the 
manifestation of feeling during the ghey § showed a vast 
préponderance of Home Rulers to be present, The evening 
closed with the usual vote of thanks, 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL MISSION WORK IN 
WARWICKSHIRE. 
MEETING AT WELLESBOURNE. 


Under the auspices of the Warwick and Leamington 
Women’s Liberal Association a very successful public 
meeting was held in the Liberal Clubroom on Wednesday 
evening, May Ist. The room was filled to overflowing, . 
and a few were unable to gain admission. : : 

Councillor Lloyd Evans presided, and at the close of an 


address dealing with current political questions, 
the following resolution: ‘ this of eee 
itself to use its utmost influence for the return of Home 


Rule members to Parliament.” 

The resolution was seconded by Miss of War- 
wick, who made some sensible and thoughtful remarks on 
the Irish and other questions. 

The resolution having been carried unanimously, Miss 
Bright, of Leamington, the hon. secretary of the Associa- 
tion, pro 3, $6 t this meeting urges the hearty union 
of all Nitecals in the present struggle for popular freedom.” 


Miss Bright e a very stirring and practical speech, 
which wie a ttf applauded. . 

The Rev. John Gibson, of Warwick, in seco the 
motion, thoroughly aroused the enthusiasm of the audience 


whilst he denounced with eloquence and fervour the mis- 
government of Ireland, describing with Pre pathos the 
sufferings of the peasantry, demanding that a re of . 
justice and mercy and a union of hearts should take the 
pare of the Balfourian system of hostility and repression, 
e resolution was carried by acclamation. 
Mr. B. J. Charles thanked speakers for their addresses, 
especially Mr. Gibson. 
he audience then sang the Liberal version of the National 
Anthem, which is a great improvement on the ori 3 
and before separating gave three cheers for the “ rand 
Old Man,” and also for the visitors, 


IPSWICH WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIA-. 
TION. | 


The first annual business meeting of this association was 
held on April 29th, in the large Go-operative Hall. Lady 
Stevenson, president of the association, took the chair. ;, 
Proceedings were commenced by ‘the audience s 
‘*God save Ireland.” 

A most interesting address was then given by Lady 
Steyonson. f the first rt by th showin 

e ng of the first re e secretary, : 

how the association, though started under unusual’ ais 


culties, so prospered that it now numbered 1,615 
members, gave t satisfaction. a 

Mrs. B @, the excellent treasurer, also gave a most 
encou ing account of the funds. 


The e ection of officers and committee resulted in the 
same ladies being asked to retain office, it being felt by all . 
that while the work was being carried on so efiicientl,> no 
change could be beneficial. The names selected for the 
various wards are: Mrs. Younger, Mrs. W. Alexander, Mrs, 
W. B. Jefferies, Miss Butler, Mrs. J. R. Jefferies, Mra. Weet- 
man, Mrs. E. P. Ridley, Miss Dunn, Mrs. Notcutt, Mre. 
Fraser, Mrs. Blomfield, Miss Clodd. Mrs. Goddard, Mrs, J. 
H. Grimwade, Mrs. G. Bayley; treasurer, Mrs. Bulstrode ; 
hon. secretary, Mrs. W. C. Owen. 


The business being concluded, Mrs. Bryant, M.D. and D. , ; 
gave a very able and eloquent stiree am the a eet 


question. 

Several songs were excellently rendered, and after votes 
,of thanks to Lady Stevenson and Mrs. Bryant, the meeting 
was concluded by singing ‘‘ God save the : 


jueen,” 
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OMEN’S MEETING AT CINDERFORD, 
DEAN FOREST, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


On May 6th a women’s was held in the Town 
SR rd Oinderford, It an satel out with much spirit, 
‘and waé an ualified success. The Town Hall was given 
over to Mr. Ridler, Mr, Kear, and a few others, who by dint 
of: much ‘arrangement made up as much room as could 
possibly be provided; Admission was by ticket, everyone 
of which was secured jong before the Monday, and numbers 
Wwere-at last disappointed. The Hall was crammed. Pre= 
cisely -at the time advertised, 7-30 

Mre, ef Fo ident Bradford Women’s Liberal 

tion); Mise Monck (president Reading Women’s Liberal 
- Association), Miss Orme, Miss Abraham, W. A. McArthur, 
Esq.; M.P., and F. 8. Stevenson, Esq., M.P., took their seats 
‘oh the Engage he ple app uding the while. Sir 
Charles Dilke, Lady Dilke, Mr. J. Cooksey, and Mr. 8. J. 
Elsom arrived later on. 


‘Lady Stevenson opened the proceedings by alluding to her 
connection with the county of ‘Giotiosatec, aad b renmark'S 


m., Lady Stevenson, 
as fl Associa- 


t she was very proud to be a er at the first women’s 
political meeting in Cinderford. e Primrose League, she 
said, interested themselves in converting every unconverted 


Liberal woman in order to strengthen the hands and heart 
of a Tory Government. They at first had it all their own 
way. ey did some work, and in it was an immense deal 
of mischief. They increased their power mainl ge oe 
those who could not understand difficult questions. (Ap- 
plause). This was the excuse for starting something to 
counteract this influence, and the Women’s Titeral Associa- 
tion was brought into being. Their panciple was to appeal 
to reason and feeling and justice, which she was sure was in 
the breasts of every woman in England. (Hear, hear.) She 
wished to impress upon their minds that the aim of the 
Women’s Liberal Association was to develop among the 
female sex a taste for politics, to encourage theni to Pp 
the questions of the day, which she claimed ought to have 
as much interest for the women as the men. (Hear, hear.) 
That they were associated for the p of setting great 
wrongs right, one of the greatest of which were the sorrows 
of Ireland. If women desired to have a clear understanding 
Hyon important questions, they must assemble and discuss 
them in all their bearings. One political woman in a district 
could work a mighty influence upon her neighbours. She 
insisted that the question should be carefully considered, and 
ventured to think that the great majority of women, especi- 
ally those who were the wivesof working men, would become 
Libera! in politics. (Cheers). It was certainly from that 
party that the ple had to look for measures of freedom 
and justice for lreland, which above all others was the thing 
they désired, 

‘ Orme was the next speaker, and she expressed the 
pleasure it afforded her in being present at the formation of 
a.Women’s Liberal Association at Cinderford. That:was by 
no means the first time she had assisted in such a work, an 
she was glad to render at any time what help was in her 

wer. (Cheers.) She had no doubt as to their soundness, 
ut everything was capable of being made a little better. 
(Cheers )) She encouraged the women to join the Association, 
and said the men inal to the right side much quicker if 
their wives were good Liberals. Politics requ & good 
deal of thinking over, and it was at home where they ought 
to talk it over. A word spoken would have an enormous 
effect, and if the women were educated up to it, they would 
have the right answer to give when the Primrose League 
ladies came with their plausible tales. (Hear, hear.) The 
ple of the Forest may be the most sensible in the king- 
Nom, but there were always new-comers, and it was well to 
look after them. (Cheers.) At this point Sir Charles and 
Lady Dilke, Mr. Cooksey, Mr. Elsom, and other gentlemen 
arrived, and were accorded a warm reception. . 
Dilke, who was well received, thanked her audience 
for the very kind reception given to them. She took it for 
gra present were Liberals. In the course of her 
speech she remarked that they were constantly taxed with 
being far more moved by affection for a cause than for persons, 
They should have love for that which was right and dutiful 
in the great cause. (Hear, hear.) She asked what was 
meant when they claimed to be Liberals, and supplying the 
answer Lady Dilke said the Liberal soul thinketh Liberal 
things.. ear, hear.) That was the key-note of Liberal 
policy. should take a Liberal view on all great 
questions, They should try to secure a larger measure of 
happiness to those who suffered from bad laws. (Hear, hear.) 
She ‘hoped the institution to be formed there would win 
honourable distinction for the women of Cinderford. (Hear, 
hear.) In Jeremy Taylor's ‘‘Golden Grove,” it was said, 
‘‘He who is the rst ray is the more early entitled to 
blessing,” and she conteniad that he who was the first in 
the field was the more early entitled to see the results of his 
r Cheers. . 
Wottes onck \ etivered a short address, after which Mr. 
Cooksey ‘briefly proposed, and Mr. Kear seconded, “ That 
a Women’s Liberal gemmoetatton be peer at at cnievor 
Lady Dilke put the resolution, which was carried wi 
use . A McArthur, Esq., M.P., Mrs. Reskelly, and 


J. Resk 1 ; ; 
Reve yee ont ree sr yote of thanks to the ladies who 


e ksey ro 5 
had taken part an he evening’s proceedings, and Mr. A. E. 
Dykins seconded, and the resolution was carri 
applause. 


ed with 
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service when their aid was 
beudabey Chae apoos out at ere ‘was too great a 
point certain secte—it mig 
icular street, or belon une akties ce 
he exclusion of others, 
five pga occupying prominent live close 


laces should li 
her. (Hear, hear.) He f, 

Ser peor orf a e eared that sufficient attention 

when Lady Dilke 


the course of the proceedings— 
arrived—Miss Minnie Cooksey presented her with a 


of choice fowera. nee 
Reports of meetings from Bridlington and York 
ro taveldaniy ee ae until next week, having arrived 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


14th May, 1889, 

Sir,—I think there is no doubt that the question of 
women's suffrage will be brought before the annual meet- 
ing of the Federation next week, and it may not be useless to 

y before your readers a statement of the ition of, at 
any rate, one of the affiliated associations, e have only 

a short existence, counting some fifteén months since 
our first formation ; and, during this time, there is no ques- 
tion which has been so persistently brought before our 
notice as this. At almos avery committee meeting the 
secretary announces the receipt of some letter or paper from 
one or another of the two societies for promoting this cause, 
or one or other ardent supporters of it. To all we are 
obliged to return the same answer. We do not feel that 
this question is the most pressing of the hour, We believa. 
that legislation is needed with far greater urgency for other 
matters; and we also believe that, during t: time of 
waiting, circumstances are favouring women in an exce 
tional manner, in giving them a training in political life 
which have been denied to all other ies of voters who 
have in turn been admitted to the franchise. 

No one who worked in a rural district at the last two 
elections could fail to be aware of the t value some 
previous De ay am training would have mn to the new 
voters, eir ignorance of the working of the ballot; their 
suspicion of the squires being able in some occult way to 
know, in spite of every precaution, how they had voted. 
Their distrust of any information which was offered them, 
until, as the weeks went on, they learned how each party 
was working. All this was the result of a power Z 
placed in their hands without any previous training in the 
use of it; and it-seems to us, that we women, who must 

et the vote in time, have been exceptionally favoured in 

ving this preliminary training forced upon us, by the 
need elt by each of the three parties in the country for 
our aid, 

We feel that the work in the wards of our towns, carried 
on now by the Women’s Liberal Associations, is rousin 
interest in many minds hitherto indifferent to politica 
questions, and that others, who have hitherto been content 
to say, ‘‘Oh, yes, we're all Liberals,” without attaching the 
least meaning to what a Liberal is, beyond the fact 
that he votes for Mr. A. instead of Mr. B—that these 
women are learning what are Liberal measures, and why 
they ought to uphold them. They are learning to make 
sacrifices of time and money on behalf of their convictions, 
and when they have the vote at last, will not only know 
how to use it, but the duty of using it. 

We shall therefore continue to work for other measures 
of reform first, and shall leave this meantime to ripen, 
feeling quite sure that it will come in time, and that the 
days ef waiting may be put to most valuable use. . 

t the same time, we never forget that we have this aim 
before us. We will not make the Woman's Suffrage Bill 
our first object, but we will endeavour to rouse in each 
member's mind an interest in the question, and a wish to be 
pre red to use the vote when it comes. We are grateful 

those members of Parliament who have generously given 
their support to the measure, especially to Mr. Woodall ; 
and when some of the pressing questions of the hour are 
settled, we will gladly throw our whole energies into work 
for this one.—I am, sir, yours faithfully, 
A MEMBER OF THE OXFORD W.L.A. 


THE SUGAR BOUNTIFS CONVENTION. 

Sir,—We Liberals ought to be truly grateful tothe Govern- 
ment for giving us the opportunity of nipping in the bud 
any misgivings which may have existed among our rece 
in fegard to Free Trade. For this purpose nothing better 
than Baron de Worms’ precious scheme could have been 
devised. It has brought home practically to our women the 
sort of thing they may expect from all Protectionist schemes. 
That little rise in the price of sugar spoke with the most con- 
vincing eloquence, een ly oomig as it did instantly on 
Lord Salisbury’s assertion that the scheme would not make 
sugar dearer, We have enjoyed: the rare opportunity of 
running over the old arguments in the abstract for Free 
Trade, combined with a concrete application, which is simply 
invaluable.— Yours obediently, ANNA BATESON, 

Cambridge, May 11, 1889, 
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